Betty Joyce Dorothy

January 26, 1931 - August 27, 2016

Betty Joyce Dorothy, 85, Pleasanton, died August 27, 2016 at Kearney
Regional Medical Center. Funeral services will be 11:00 a.m., September 1,
2016 at Horner Lieske McBride and Kuhl Funeral Chapel with Pastor Dean
Pofahl officiating. Burial will be at the Kearney Cemetery. Memorials are
suggested to the family to be designated later. Visitation will be from 5:00 to
7:00 p.m., August 31, 2016 at the funeral home and one hour prior to the
service Thursday. Please visit www.himkfuneral.com to leave a tribute or
message of condolence. Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral and
Cremation Services in Kearney are in charge of arrangements. Betty Joyce
Dorothy was born in the house on the farm at Trenton, Nebraska to Marion
James and Bessie LaVonne (Garner) Burkholder on January 26, 1931. Betty
grew up in Trenton, Ne attending District 46 country school through 8th grade
and graduated from Trenton High School in 1948. When Betty was 9 years old
she was in a coma with cerebral spinal meningitis. She was given a 1 in 100
chance of a new medicine “sulfanilamide” working. When she came out of the
coma her grandma Garner was there to see her and she said “Grandma”. She
took 2 years of Normal Training in High School receiving her State Teachers
Certificate. She taught in the Hitchcock County Schools, District 60. Betty
attended Kearney State Teachers college receiving her diploma in 1952. She
then taught in the McCook Nebraska Public School at North ward and East
ward. On June 20, 1954 Betty married Ray Dorothy and they lived on the
family farm south of Pleasanton. They had four children Janet, Leon, Rodney



and Joy. Betty taught Sunday school and Bible School. She was a member of
the Republican Party, member of the Hospital Service League, Kearney. She
served 20 years on the election board of Rusco Township, Pleasanton. She
was a member of the WCTU, served as treasurer and also served on the
board of the Mother Hull Home. Her husband Ray passed away May 1992.
She grew up on the farm and loved to be outdoors. She was still mowing her
yard with a push mower up until May. She was a very active lady. Betty was
well known for her pies. She would make a pie for most funerals or special
occasions. She always enjoyed going places with her daughter and
granddaughter. She was known to some of her family as Joyce and others it
was Betty Joyce. She is survived by her sons Leon Dorothy, Keokuk, lowa,
Rodney and wife Teresa Dorothy, Pleasanton,, daughter Joy and husband Jim
Howerter, Grant, NE, 10 grandchildren, Joshua Howerter, Leona Dorothy Jon
Dorothy, Stephanie and husband Nathan Earl, Michael Dorothy, Samantha
and husband Anthony Halsted, Michelle and husband Cody Cole, Ben
Dorothy, April Dorothy and Kira Dorothy, and 7 great grandchildren and 1 step
great grandchild. She is preceded in death by her husband, daughter Janet
(2000), grandsons Seith Howerter (1985) and Alex Dorothy (1998), her
parents and 3 brothers Marion Jr., Norman and Gordon.
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Tribute Wall

Betty Joyce Dorothy

January 29, 2023 at 11:14 AM

I met this little feisty lady when | was working for the 2010 census.
We had quite a good conversation about her life and the farm. Very
sorry to hear of her passing.

Susan Baker - September 03, 2016 at 12:00 AM

| met Betty when | worked the 2010 census and had to visit her to
get a census form filled out for her property. | just remember her as
a little feisty lady with a little dog that didn't like me! But we ended
up having a wonderful conversation about her life on the farm and
her teaching career. Very sorry to hear of her passing.

Susan Baker - September 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Joyce Dorothy is my aunt. | am her brother Norman's daughter. |
use to spend my summers with her and Uncle Ray when | was very
young. We have corresponded my mail and always looked forward
to another letter or card. She was a very loving caring person. Rest
in Peace my Aunt Love You

Jeanne Rice Burkholder - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM



Joyce Dorothy was my Aunt. Her brother Norman was my father. |
was blessed to have her as my aunt. We corresponded through
letters and cards. | live in Florida. She was an amazing kind caring
lady. Angel hugs and healing | am sending to the family. May she
rest in peace.

Jeanne Rice Burkholder - August 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

She was a very beautiful and special Lady.

Constance Sorensen - August 28, 2016 at 12:00 AM



