
Derek J. Gewecke
December 21, 1987 - June 12, 2023

Derek J. Gewecke, 35, of Grand Island, formerly Kearney, died Monday, June 12, 2023 in
Grand Island. Graveside services will be on Friday, June 16, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. at the
Riverdale, NE Cemetery. Rev. Jill Boyd will officiate. Visitation with family will be from 5:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 15, 2023 at Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral
and Cremation Services in Kearney. In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to Habitat
for Humanity, care of the family. Please visit www.hlmkfuneral.com to leave a tribute or
message of condolence. Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral and Cremation Services
of Kearney is charge of arrangements. 

Derek was born on December 21, 1987 in Kearney, NE to Dennis R. and Diane K.
(Stalder) Gewecke. He attended Kearney High School and graduated with the class of
2006. He married Samantha Daharsh on August 5, 2017 in Kearney. Derek worked as a
fabricator for Great Plains Countertops in Grand Island. 

Derek was a very driven individual once he put his mind to something. He stripped down
and rebuilt both a boat and a motorcycle. He built playground quality excavators for three
of his nephews to enjoy growing up. Even though the boys couldn’t touch the ground
when he gifted them, the idea was to have them grow into them. Derek also had a love of
history, particularly WWII. He built a shadow box for his grandfathers uniform. He was an
encyclopedia of obscure WWII facts. When picking through antique stores, he always kept
an eye out for memorabilia. He had a desire to get his pilots license for small aircraft and
wanted to build his own ultra light plane. Derek liked to hunt but was taught to respect the
animal. He did not hunt for sport and found it nice just to sit and be still in nature. Derek
was also funny and knew exactly how to make Sam laugh. He was a life-long friend to so
many. Derek was modest and kind. He tried his hardest to see the kindest in people. He
was the type of person who would always lend a helping hand. 

 

Derek is survived by his wife, Samantha Gewecke of Grand Island; father and step
mother, Dennis and Kelly Gewecke of Kearney; father and mother- in-law, Bill and Ruth
Daharsh of Cozad; brothers, Travis (Katie) Gewecke and Steven (Megan) Gewecke all of



Kearney; step brother, TJ Kahman of Fairfield, NE; step sister, Maggie Kahman of
Kearney; brother and sister in law, Matt (Denise) Daharsh of Fort Morgan, CO; nieces and
nephews, Chase, Ryker, Grady, Mason Gewecke, Liberty Gewecke, Carlin (Justin)
Discigil, Gabi Daharsh and Chloe Daharsh; grandmother, Jerry Stalder of Beaver City;
step grandmother, Bunny Wells of Kearney; numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 

He was proceeded in death by his mother, Diane Stalder Gewecke; grandparents, Leo
Stalder, 
Margaret and Vern Gewecke; step grand father, Charles Wells.



Cemetery Details

Riverdale Cemetery

Riverdale, NE

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 15. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl
2421 Avenue A
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 237-2259
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com

Graveside Service

JUN 16. 1:30 PM (CT)

Riverdale Cemetery
Riverdale, NE

https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/
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Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral and Cremation Services - June 26, 2023 at 02:23 PM

1 file added to the album Memorial Video

Jeff T. - June 19, 2023 at 02:35 PM

Jeff T. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Derek J. Gewecke.

Cheryl R Webber - June 16, 2023 at 05:09 PM

My sincere condolences go out to the Gewecke family. I am so sorry for you loss.
Cheryl Webber

June 15, 2023 at 02:48 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Derek
J. Gewecke.

A Miller - June 15, 2023 at 02:42 PM

Please accept our heartfelt condolences. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of
you. 
Sincerely, 

 Allen & Neena Miller 
 Nathan & Amber Miller

https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carlin Discigil - June 15, 2023 at 08:43 AM

Since the day that I met Derek, he was unfailingly kind, good humored, and easy
to connect with. Whether one month or one year would pass, he was always
quick to smile, in a way that puts those around him at ease. He was a blessing to
me and his memory will continue to be.

Carlin D. - June 15, 2023 at 08:37 AM

Carlin D. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Derek J. Gewecke.

June 14, 2023 at 09:24 PM

A grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a>
was planted in honor of Derek J. Gewecke.

Kristie France - June 14, 2023 at 07:11 PM

I am so sorry for your loss, I pray for peace for everyone.

June 14, 2023 at 05:02 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Derek
J. Gewecke.

https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

