Jack A. Karraker

April 3, 1935 - November 23, 2019

Jack A. Karraker, 84, of Kearney, died Saturday, November 23, 2019 at
Brookdale Northridge Assisted Living in Kearney. Celebration of life services
will be in the spring of 2020 with graveside services in Abilene, KS. Memorials
are suggested to the Museum of Nebraska Art. Please visit www.himkfuneral.
com to leave a tribute or message of condolence. Arrangements are under the
direction of Horner Lieske McBride and Kuhl Funeral and Cremation Services
in Kearney.

Jack was born on April 3, 1935 to Don and Beulah (Ashford) Karraker in St.
Louis, MO. The family moved to Abilene, KS shortly after Jack was born. He
grew up in the Abilene area with his older brother Donnie and younger brother
Henry. He attended Abilene High School and graduated in 1953. Jack earned
a Bachelors Degree from Fort Hays State College and then a Masters Degree
from the University of Idaho. He began his teaching career at Great Bend, KS
where he taught for 5 years. He then moved to Kearney, NE where at the age
of 26 he became the head of the Art and Art History Department at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, a position he held for the next 32 years.
During his time at UNK he increased the Art Department to 15 full-time and 9
part-time faculty members and also added four new art degree programs.
Jack retired in 2004 after a 43 year career at UNK. Through it all, Jack
continued to create his own works of art. Jack married Stephanie Coggins on
June 6, 1966 in Kearney. She passed away in March of 2007. Jack will be



fondly remembered as an artist, educator and museum founder. He was one
of three men that founded “The Museum of Nebraska Art (MONA)”. He was
honored to serve as a board member at MONA for a number of years. Jack
enjoyed reading, art, theater, musical performances, cultural activities and
travel.

Surviving relatives include his step-daughter, Kathy Brewer Smith of Ames IA;
step-grandson, Casey Smith of Des Moines, IA; brother, Henry Karraker and
his wife Bonnie of Abilene, KS; niece and nephews; Ricki Elliott and her
husband Jeff, Devin Karraker and his wife Barbara, and Neal Karraker all of
Abilene, KS; 8 grand nieces and nephews; 8 great grand nieces and
nephews; many special friends and his wonderful care-takers, Tammey and
Gene Frick of Kearney, NE.

Jack was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Stephanie Karraker; brother,
Don Karraker; niece, Carri Karraker



Tribute Wall

Jack A. Karraker

January 29, 2023 at 11:14 AM

We’re nearing the end of 2022 and Jack has now been gone a long
time. But the confidence he inspired in me as a young art major and
the creative spirit be shared is still a guiding light. It was my
privilege to know and learn from him. | am forever grateful for the
wisdom and energy he shared. Though it has been many years, his
gift is not forgotten.

Thank you, Jack,
Richard

Richard Walters - November 09, 2022 at 12:41 AM

My wife and | both had classes with Jack. They were always
interesting and unconventional. You could stop in and see Jack he
always had time for you. He was my professor and then became my
friend. I loved to talk and laugh at all the stories he had it always
lifted my spirits. My sincerest condolances Jack will truly be missed.

Jeff and Paula Yoachim

Jeff Yoachim - November 30, 2019 at 10:14 PM



Met Jack when | took a class of which he was the professor.
Became acquaintances, then friends.l cannot tell you how much |
enjoyed Jack as a professor and as a person. A wonderful soul and
personality. | will forever hold dear our conversations which, no
matter how weighty and personal, always ended in laughter.
Heaven has gained at the moral coils loss.

Jeffrey Rumery - November 26, 2019 at 04:02 PM

Dan Kelley lit a candle in memory of Jack A. ]

Karraker

Dan Kelley - November 25, 2019 at 04:43 PM



