
John H. Daake
July 16, 1946 - May 27, 2026

John H. Daake, age 79 of Kearney, passed away peacefully on Wednesday,
May 27, 2026 at Brookstone Gardens in Kearney. Funeral Services will be on
Tuesday, June 2, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. at First United Methodist Church in
Kearney. Pastor Matt Fowler will officiate and burial will be at Kearney
Cemetery. Visitation will be 1 hour prior to services at the church on Tuesday.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to the Kearney Public Library.
Please visit www.hlmkfuneral.com to leave a tribute or message of
condolence. Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral and Cremation Services
is in charge of arrangements. 

 

John was born on July 16, 1946 in Kearney to Adolph Ernest and Bertha
Isabel (Ball) Daake. He attended Amherst High School and graduated with the
class of 1964. John later attended Kearney State College and earned a
Bachelor's degree. John married Mary Gifford on December 29, 1970 in
Kearney. Their marriage was blessed by a son, Adam. Mary was the love of
his life. John enjoyed traveling with her and they visited China, Alaska and
had taken several cruises. 

 

John later began a teaching and coaching career that would span many
years. He coached wrestling at Amherst High School for 14 years during
which time they won a state championship in 1978. John also started the Pee
Wee Wrestling program in Amherst. He was later recognized for his



accomplishments as both a coach and mentor when he was inducted into the
Nebraska High School Wrestling Coaches Hall of Fame in 1999. 

 

After Mary's passing on May 27, 2014, John enjoyed spending time with his
family, especially his two granddaughters, Paige and Brooke. He continued to
travel with his family, taking trips to Alaska and California. John also very
much enjoyed attending his granddaughter's activities, including soccer,
dance, gymnastics, and wrestling. John was so excited to have a
granddaughter who wrestles and would give tips and advice. 

 

Surviving relatives include his son, Adam Daake and his wife Jennifer of
Kearney and their two daughters, Paige and Brooke Daake, brother, Douglas
Daake and his wife Karen of Kearney; brother-in-law, LaVern Riessland of
Kearney; sister-in-law, Patricia Zwink and husband Randy of Gibbon, NE; and
several other extended family members and friends. 

 

John was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Mary; brothers, Larry Daake,
Dick Daake and his wife Dee; sister, Marlys Riessland.



Cemetery Details

Kearney Cemetery

4400 Avenue I
Kearney, NE 68847

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 2. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive
Kearney, NE 68847

Funeral

JUN 2. 10:30 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church
4500 Linden Drive
Kearney, NE 68847
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Mike and Marcee (Daake) Bogan - June 01 at 07:59 PM

Mike and Marcee (Daake) Bogan planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of John H. Daake.

Karen McBride - May 31 at 04:50 PM

Jon and Karen McBride extend sincere condolences on the passing
of John. Known as Little John within the Parkinson’s exercise group
at the Kearney YMCA, he consistently brought laughter through his
off-the-cuff humor. Even though his mobility decreased, he was
determined to attend as frequently as he could. We have missed
him.

Patty Johnson - May 29 at 10:00 PM

Patty Johnson lit a candle in memory of John
Daake

Kelli Wattles - May 28 at 05:52 PM

Very sorry to hear of John’s passing. He was a great friend (&
former student) of my Dad ( Mel Wattles). My Dad always looked
forward to talking with John and said he was such a sweet soul and
a “good guy.” They had many laughs. My sympathy to you, Adam
and your family. Kelli Wattles



LP

Linda D Polcha - May 29 at 07:59 PM

John was such a great guy who always enjoyed having family around
and he would always show up for family functions. He was such a
thoughtful and good guy. Rest in peace cousin John. Linda Ball Polcha


