
Merrill W. Berkheimer
April 10, 1939 - June 22, 2014

Merrill W. Berkheimer, 75, of Hazard, died Sunday, June 22, 2014 at his
home. Funeral services will be Friday, June 27, 2014 at 10:30 a.m. at the
Kearney Classic Car Collection Museum with Rev. Marta Wheeler officiating.
Burial will be at the Pleasant Valley Cemetery following the service. Visitation
will be Thursday, June 26, 2014 at the Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral
and Cremation Services in Kearney from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The family will
greet friends Thursday evening during the visitation. Memorials are suggested
to the family to be designated later. The family encourages everyone
attending the service to wear your favorite car shirt, jeans, and bring your
classic car. 

 

Merrill was born April 10, 1939 in Norfolk, Nebraska. At the age of six months
he was adopted by Byron and Naomi (Ward) Berkheimer of Kearney. While
growing up in Kearney Merrill loved gardening. He raised tomatoes, selling
them to local grocery stores and restaurants. He graduated from Kearney
High School in 1957, and attended Kearney State College for one year. He
joined the National Guard in 1957 and served for nine years. In 1957 Merrill
was on the construction crew that helped build Rockwall MFG. in Kearney.
When the plant opened in the spring of 1959, he began a 50 year career as a
machinist. He married Bobbi Munday on June 7, 1959 in Haxtun, Colorado.



They lived in Kearney until 1967 when they moved to a farm north of
Pleasanton. In addition to farming, Merrill also worked for Ace Irrigation, and
Sargent Pipe in Broken Bow retiring in 2009. 

 

Merrill has had lifelong love of collecting and restoring Plymouth cars. In 1974
he and his wife organized the Prairie Region Plymouth Owner’s Club. He has
served as the National Plymouth Owner’s Club Inc, President, Treasurer, and
the Board of Directors for several terms. He and Bobbi have attended the
National Plymouth Club Meets on a yearly basis since 1972, taking them to
many states and Canada. Merrill also enjoyed spending time with his family
and friends, reading, watching the History Channel, and was a member of the
Historical Railroad Club, and the Pleasanton United Methodist Church. 

 

Merrill is survived by his wife Bobbi of Hazard, NE, sons: Jeff Berkheimer and
his wife Judy of Haxtun, CO, Greg Berkheimer and his wife Rita of Greeley,
CO, grandchildren: Anthony Lindsey and his wife Katie of North Platte, NE,
Stephanie Berkheimer of North Platte, NE, Preston Berkheimer and his wife
Megan of Greeley, CO, Darci Puga and her husband Tito of Greeley, CO,
eight great grandchildren, and his sister JoAnne Berkheimer of Fresno, CA. 

 

Merrill was preceded in death by his parents. 
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January 29, 2023 at 11:14 AM

Merrill W. Berkheimer

Barb Peterson - July 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Bobbi & Family, 
 I'm so sorry to hear of Merrill's death. I was looking through old

pictures the other night & remembering all the good times we had
together with co-workers at the Platte Valley parties. 

 You're in my thoughts & prayers.

Pat and Walt Boyll - June 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Merrill was a lifelong friend! First memories are of his friendliness as
a small elementary "kid" at Emerson. He was a great artist, a
wonderful cook and won numerous ribbons for his canning and
cooking abilities at the Buffalo County Fair while we we're in junior
high and high school. His friendliness and ability to put people at
ease was always one of his best attributes! We always were
comfortable with him and Bobbie! Truly glad that we were able to
visit at our last reunion! Our love and prayers! Pat and Walt Boyll

Owen Grimm - June 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy go out to Bobbi, Jeff, Greg. Its been a while
since seeing any of you, but I hold many memories of Merrill when
growing up. I just found out today of this so my appoligies for not
attending.
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Rich & Karen Gregerson - June 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

So sorry for the loss of Merrill. He was a great guy, fun to be with.
He will be missed by all who knew him. May he rest in peace.

Janet Henderson Keller - June 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

My mother (Gladys Henderson) and I would like to extend our
sympathy to you and your family. I have many memories of your
family when you lived in the Arrowhead Trailer Park that mom and
dad owned. May you have peace and comfort in the coming days.

Jim Foppema - June 26, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Sherry and I are so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you.

Craig Young - June 26, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Bobbi, may God Bless you and comfort you in your sorrow. Merrill
was a great man and I always enjoyed talking with him at the
various POC meets that I attended.You and your family are in my
thoughts and prayers.

Marvin and Pam Pierce - June 26, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Merrill was always so nice to us and so we are really sorry for your
loss.308


