
Vernon L. Ott
June 28, 1931 - May 2, 2025

Vernon L. Ott, age 93, of Kearney, passed away Friday, May 2nd, 2025 at
Mount Carmel Home Keens Memorial. Funeral services will be 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at Living Faith Fellowship Church in Kearney with
Pastor Ryan Bristol officiating. Burial will follow at the Kearney Cemetery with
military honors graveside. Visitation will be from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.,
Tuesday, May 13, 2025 at Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl Funeral Home.
Memorials will be directed to Kearney Grace Community Gardens. Please
visit www.hlmkfuneral.com to leave message or condolence. Horner Lieske
McBride & Kuhl Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 

 

Vernon Lee Ott was born June 28, 1931, to Charles Ott and Ethlyn (Furby)
Ott, in Eddyville, Nebraska, at an aunt’s home. His family first lived in a sod
house in Buzzard’s Roost north of Eddyville, Nebraska. Vernon was the oldest
of six siblings: Alberta, Lyllis, Kenneth, Charlene, and Gary. 

Vern attended country school in District 83 and graduated from Elm Creek in
1949. He was the last living alumnus from that class. 

 

In 1952, he was drafted into the U.S. Marine Corps and received an honorable
discharge in 1960. While in the service, he met Carolyn Rivers in California.
They were married March 3, 1953, in San Francisco, California. To this union
Angelo Franklin Ott was born in 1954. They moved to Nebraska where



Cynthia Carolyn (Ott) Kenney was born in 1956. 

After the passing of his wife, he met Norma Benavidez. They married in
October of 1984, adding her two children, Diana Lisa and Timothy Benavidez,
to the family. Vern and Norma recently celebrated 40 years of marriage. 

 

Vernon was a hard worker. He briefly worked with the railroad, putting in
tracks, worked in housekeeping at Good Samaritan Hospital, but most of his
life he did what he grew very skilled at: construction, fixing up homes, and the
detailed work of carpentry. 

Together, Vernon and Norma began ‘sprucing up’ homes that needed tender
loving care, remodeling inside and out. Their biggest project was their own
three-story home built in 1890, which they lovingly restored from condemned
status to its beautiful Victorian distinction. 

Vernon liked to garden and to bake breads, pies and cookies for the family
and church get-togethers. He had a ready smile and was always willing to
lend a helping hand. Vernon and Norma enjoyed traveling and camping
through the years. 

Vernon’s patience, kindness and faith in Christ marked him as a caring
husband, father and friend. 

Vernon leaves a legacy through his family: wife, Norma Ott, son, Angelo
(Sharon) Ott, daughter Cynthia (Ott) Kenney, all of Kearney, step-daughter
Lisa (Dan) Hendrickson of Shickley, step-son Timothy Benavidez of Lincoln;
sisters Charlene (Ott) Hisey and Lyllis (Ott) Berg, both of Kearney, brother
Gary Ott of Shelby; sister-in-laws Krista Ott of Kearney and Esther (Manuel)
Tarango of El Paso, Texas; brother-in-laws Frank Contreras and David
Contreras of Scottsbluff, Ezekiel Contreras of Salinas, California, Daniel



(Gloria) Contreras of Fort Smith, Arkansas, Eddie (Petra) Contreras of
Andrews, Texas, Ruben Contreras of Kearney; grandchildren are Kasi (Tony)
Farias of Plattsmouth, Kodi (Eddie) Lewis of Papillion, Kooper (Julie) Ott of
Kearney, Kortni (Dan) Thompson of Kearney, Melissa (Josh Schroeder) Ott of
Kearney, Derek (Abbi) Ott of Kearney, Amy (Nathan) Goodner of Kearney,
Nate Hendrickson (Melissa Bausch, fiancée) of Lincoln, and Caleb
Hendrickson (Emma Benck, fiancée) of Lincoln, along with 10 great-
grandchildren, 4 step great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. 

 

Vernon was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Ethlyn Ott; brother,
Kenneth Ott; sister, Alberta Ott; sister-in-law, Sue Ott; brothers-in-law Milton
Hisey, Everett Berg and many beloved aunts and uncles.



Cemetery Details

Kearney Cemetery

4400 Avenue I
Kearney, NE 68847

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 13. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Horner Lieske McBride & Kuhl
2421 Avenue A
Kearney, NE 68847
(308) 237-2259
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com

Funeral Service

MAY 14. 10:30 AM (CT)

Living Faith Fellowship Church
3311 Avenue I
Kearney, NE 68847

https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/
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Kathy Campbell RN - May 28, 2025 at 04:24 PM

Charlene Hisey: My sympathy on losing your brother. May your
memories of the good times you gave him sustain you in the days
ahead.

May 12, 2025 at 03:01 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Vernon L. Ott.

May 12, 2025 at 03:01 PM

Fiery Lily and Rose was purchased for the family
of Vernon L. Ott.

May 12, 2025 at 11:41 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Vernon L. Ott.

https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hlmkfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Tammey frick - May 08, 2025 at 12:40 PM

Norma and family, what a legacy Vernon has
left. We bought our first home on 21st st
Street from you. We spent 31 years there. We
enjoyed talking with you both when at garage
sales. May wonderful memories of a life well
lived bring you comfort.

DH

Diana Hendrickson - May 27, 2025 at 06:28 AM

Hi Tammey, thank you for your words of blessing. Vernon indeed
leaves a legacy through the work he has done through the years. That
21st Street home was the first place Mom and Vern owned in Kearney
and helped them get their start in working on homes that needed
sprucing up a bit.

 It was such a pleasant neighborhood and special home. I will share
these comforting words with my brother and mom. -Lisa Hendrickson

Eddie - May 07, 2025 at 01:18 PM

A very good man always looking for ways to help out never once did
i hear him raise his voice to any one will be greatly missed

DH
Diana Hendrickson - May 27, 2025 at 06:29 AM

He was a special man. He had lots of patience. He did help out in so
many ways. Good memories!


